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Blade Coolants and
Cleaning Your Blades
By Jeff Andrews
Many opinions exist surrounding the subject ot blade coolants and their
role in regular blade care. The most basic principle to keep in mind is that
the lifetime of a clipper blade depends on the amount of time devoted
to them. Taking the time to adhere to a blade care regimen will cut
down on sharpening expenses as well as reduce the frequency
that new blades must be purchased, something to take into
account during difficult economic times such as these.
Besides shortening the life of the clipper blade itself,
using a neglected blade will also damage
the clippers.

That said, investing time is not
the only key to successfully maintaining blades.
Blades can be cleaned everyday, but if the proper tools are
not used correctly, the desired results will not be seen. The two most important
steps to follow are 1) to remove hair and buildup and 2) to maintain daily lubrication of the blades.
One of the most commonly misused blade care products is the spray coolant. Spray coolants are available from
nearly every clipper manufacturer and are misused by nearly every groomer who uses them. As instructed on the
back of most cans of coolants, the product should be used occasionally in a well-ventilated area. Coolants are intended to be used for just that - cooling the blade.
These sprays contain little to no lubricant and thus do not lubricate the blade. In fact, the solvent in a coolant spray
is used to displace moisture to prevent rust, which makes it crucial for coolants to be use in conjunction with oil.
With hair wicking away moisture and the coolant displacing it, clipper blades are very susceptible to 'drying out.'
A dry blade has more friction and thus heats faster than a properly oiled blade.
When a blade has overheated, before using a spray coolant, turn the clippers off and point the tip down towards
the floor with the blade facing outwards. Then, spray the back of the blade with one short burst. Immediately turn
the clippers over to oil the cutter teeth with clipper oil. Do not spray the front of the blade, as the solvent will remove lubrication, causing more heat. Additionally, spraying the cutter teeth increases the likelihood of the coolant
entering the clippers, where, in extreme cases, it can melt the carbon brushes and short the switch and armature, as
well as weaken the plastic of the blade drive assembly.
After oiling the cutter teeth, the clippers are ready for use.
At the end of the workday, it is important to clean clipper blades. Hair left on a blade will absorb the oil, preventing it from affectively lubricating the blade. Use a high velocity dryer to blow loose hair from dirty blades. Slide a
pipe cleaner under the cutter to further remove any hair or debris.
Once the hair is removed, the excess coolant and oil must be cleaned to prevent buildup from forming. Remember,
spray coolants are for cooling, not cleaning. H-42, however, is one of the most effective blade cleaners available.
To use, carefully submerge the blade into the cleaner while the blade is attached to the running clippers. This
cleans as well as lubricates the blade, although it never hurts to oil the blade afterwards for additional lubrication.
If a blade has been neglected, allowing buildup to accumulate, the following products can help eliminate stubborn
buildup that H-42 is not able to clean: WD-40, brake cleaner (used outside), and even charcoal starter. After using
any of these products, wash the blade once more with H-42 to remove the solvent.
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