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Ceramic Tile Cooling System
By Jeff Andrews
Use a ceramic tile purchased from any home improvement center to make a cooling system for your
blades as an alternative to using spray coolants. Ceramic is naturally cool and will draw heat from a
hot blade. To maximize efficiency, it is best to have several blades and maybe even multiple tiles so
that hot blades can be rotated from the clippers to the tile.

Place the tiles in the freezer prior to use to make them colder, increasing their ability to cool blades.
Have several on hand to replace ones that have become warm. During colder weather, leave them
outside in a safe place to keep them cold when not in use.

To prevent moisture from a frozen tile from rusting your blades, place the tile inside a plastic bag. The
moisture results from the hot blade melting ice on the tile. Thus, the bag will act as a barrier between
the melting ice on the tile and your clipper blade, but it will still allow the heat to transfer to the tile.

If the blade is so hot that it may melt the plastic bag, it is past the point of being
too hot to use on an animal. If it melts the bag,
it is burning the skin. Remember to keep
a close check on the temperature of
your blades.

The standard tile size in the US is 6 inches by 6 inches by 1/2 inch thick. They are very inexpensive, typically costing about
$1. Larger, costlier tiles are available (12 inches by 12 inches) that can cool multiple blades at once. Keep in mind that less
expensive tiles will shatter if dropped.
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Editor's Note:

For an upgraded version of the tile cooling system, I use a piece of granite, also found in home
improvement stores. The granite cools blades as well as the ceramic tile but is sturdier. Not only that, but
thicker slabs of granite can be used on either side. That is, once the top of the slab becomes warmed
from hot blades, it can be flipped over so that the bottom side (which is still cool) may be used.
-Amy "Bullet" Brown

